1988
SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
SEA TURTLE STRANDING AND SALVAGE NETWORK
ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS OF THE UNITED STATES

JANUARY - JUNE 1988

Prepared By
Barbara A. Schroeder
and

Amy A. Warner

July 1988

National Marine Pisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Center
Miami Laboratory
Coastal Resources Division
75 Virginia Beach Drive
Miami, FL 33149

Coastal Resources Division
Contribution Number CRD-87/88-27



This report summarizes marine turtle strandings documented
through the efforts of the Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage
Network (STSSN) during the first six months of calendar year
1988. All records received as of 22 July 1988 are included.
Additional data for the period January - June 1988 received by
the network subsequent to this report will be included in
future summaries.

A total of 735 stranded sea turtles were reported during the
first six months of 1988. Of these, 724 are wild strandings
and 11 are known headstarted turtles. Stranding figures
presented throughout this report refer to wild strandings
only, unless otherwise indicated. Reports of incidentally
captured turtles and live sighting reports received through
the network are not included in this summary, as these are not
considered to be true strandings. True strandings are defined
as turtles which wash ashore dead or alive or are found
floating dead or alive (generally in a weakened condition).
Thirteen states reported strandings during the six month
period. They are: Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia,
New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands. There were no stranding records received from Maine,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland,
or Puerto Rico.

Table 1 summarizes reported strandings by state and species
over the six month period. This same information is presented
graphically in Figure 1. Table 2 summarizes strandings by
state and month of occurrence for all species combined. Table
3 is a summary of strandings by species and month of
occurrence for all states combined. Florida(Atlantic)
reported the highest number of strandings during the six month
period accounting for 44.5% of the total. Texas reported the
second highest frequency of strandings at 17.0%. The third
highest freguency of strandings was reported by Florida(Gulf)
with 14.5% of the total. Tables 4-17 summarize stranding
records on a more detailed state by state basis. Each set of
state tables presents strandings by species and month of
occurrence and then by month and county of occurrence for all
species combined. Table 18 summarizes strandings of
headstarted turtles reported through the STSSN.

Regionally, 61% of the strandings were reported from the
southeast U.S. Atlantic (Fl-Atlantic through NC), 34% from the



Gulf of Mexico (TX through Fl rida-Gulf), and 5% from the
northeast U.S. Atlantic (VA thr ugh ME). Less than 1% of all
strandings were reported from the U.S. Caribbean.

Loggerheads were the most frequently stranded species
accounting for 68.8% of all reports. Green turtles were the
second most frequently stranded species, comprising 15.6% of
all reports. Eighty-nine percent (89.0%) of all green turtle
strandings were recorded in Florida (72% Florida-Atlantic, 17%
Florida-Gulf). Xemp’s ridleys made up 7.3% of all reported
strandings, 64% were reported from the Gulf of Mexico, 32%
from the southeast U.S., and 4% from the northeast U.S.
Leatherback strandings comprised 2.8% of all reports,
hawksbill strandings wmade up 1.7% of all reports, and
unidentified turtles accounted for 3.9% of the total.

The STSSN acknowledges the efforts of all network participants
who assisted in the documentation and compilation of wmarine
turtle strandings during this period.




"SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS (N - JUNE 1988)

_‘q

N = 724

8 3

NUMBER OF REPORTED STRANDINGS

e

TX LA MS AL F6 FA BA SC NC VA MD DENJ NY CT RI MA NH ME PRVI
STATE

Pigure 1. Marine turtles strandings reported from the U.8. Atlantic and Gult
of Mexico, 1 January - 30 June 1988. WNumbers represent true
strandings of wild turtles only, data received as of 22 June 1988,
rG=Florida-Gulf, PAsFlorida-Atlantic.
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le 2. Marine turtle strandings reported from 1 January - 30 June
1%88 by state and month of occurrence. All species are

combined.
EATE MONTH
JAN EEB MAR AFR MAX JUN TOTAL

axas 3 5 16 53 38 8 123
ounisiana 3 1 3 1 6 0 14
ississippi 0 (4] 0 1 0 2 3
Jabama o 0 0 1 0 4 5
lorida (Gulf) 3 s 19 25 41 12 105
'lorida (Atl) 35 39 72 49 85 42 322
;e.ia 0 0 o 5 28 24 57
jouth Carolina o 0 o 2 15 2 19
jorth Carolina 4 0 2 4 a0 20 60
rirginia 0 v} 1 1 0 1 3
lew Jersey o 0 0 0 2 b § 3
lew Y rk 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
lassachusetts 2 0 0 0 0 2 4
’irgin 1Islands 0 0 2 1 o 0 3
['OTAL 53 50 115 143 245 18 ‘ 724



able 3. Marine turtle strandings reported from 1 January - 30 June
. 1988 nh:d species and month of occurrence. All states are

eonh; .
JAN YEB MAR AFR MAY JUN TOTIAL
:._garetta 33 25 65 108 173 94 498
e Rydas 10 17 a0 16 34 6 113
R. coriacea 2 3 4 1 6 4 20
E. imbricata 0 1 2 2 4 3 12
L. kempi 3 3 11 12 17 ? 53
Unidentified 5 l 3 4 11 4 28
TOTAL 53 50 115 143 245 118 724



Table &(a). Marine turtle strandings reported from TEXAS, 1 January -
30 June 1988 by species and month of occurrence.

EPECIES MONTH
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY I JOTAL
C. caretta 3 2 13 3s 22 3 81
C. mydas 0 0 1 3 1 2 7
pP. coriacea 0 0 o 1 2 0 3
E. iwbricata 0 0 o v} 1 2 3
L. kewpi 0 3 1 9 12 0 25
Unidentified 0 0 1 2 0 i 4
TOTAL 3 5 16 53 3s 8 123

Table 4(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from TEXAS, 1 January -
30 June 1988 by county and month of occurrence. All
species are combined. Only counties from which strandings
were reported are included.

LOUNTY MONTH

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
Jefferson 0 (1] 0 2 0 [} 2
Galveston (v} (4] (4] 2 i 0 3
Brazoria o (1} (o} 1 2 0 3
Matagorda 1 b | 4 6 2 0 14
Calhoun 1 0 b | 3 5 1 11
Nueces 0 2 3 18 14 4 41
Kleberg (1] ; | 4 9 10 1l 25
Kenedy 0 0 3 ? 2 2 14
Willacy h | 0 0 2 h | 0 - 4
Camer n o 1 1 3 1l 0 6
TOTAL 3 5 16 53 3 8 123



Table 5(a).

C. caretta
€. mydas

D. coriacea
E. imbricata

L. kempi
Onidentified
TOTAL

Table 5(b).

PARISH

St. Bernard
Terrebonne
Iberia
Cameron

TOTAL

Marine turtle strandings reported from LOUISIANA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of
courrence.

MONTH
JAN FEB HAR AFR MAY JUR IOTAL
1 0 1 0 1 () 3
0 1 o 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 o 0 0 0
0 o 2 1 2 0 5
2 0 0 0 3 0 s
3 1 3 1 6 0 14

Marine turtle strandings reported from LOUISIANA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by parish and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only parishes
from which strandings were reported are included.

MONTH
JAR p #4- MAR AER MaX JUN IOTAL
0 0 0 0 1 0 1
1 1 3 0 3 0 8
2 0 0 1 1 0 4
0 0 0 0 1 0 1
3 1 3 1 6 o 14



Fable 6(a).
AXRCIRS
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L. _Kempi
pnidentified
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Fable 6(b).
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Harine turtle strandings reported from MISSISSIPPI,
1 Janvary = 30 June 1988 by species and sonth of
ocurrance.
BRNIH
AN ) +4:] NAR AER HAX o STAL
0 0 1 i 0 | 2
L)) ) 0 0 0 4] 0
0 ‘ 0 0 o 1] 0 0
0 0 0 0 [ o 0
o 0 0 L [ 1 b §
[ 0 0 0 0 4] 0
0 0 0 b § o 2 3

Narine turtle strandings reported from MISSISSIPPI,
1 January = 30 June 1938 by county and month of
occurrence. All speciess are combined. Only counties
from vhich strandings wvere reported are included.



Table 7(a).

£. mydas
D, _coriacea
E. imbricata
L. kenpi
Dnidentified
TOTAL

Table 7(b).

Baldwin
Mobile

TOTAL

Narine turtle strandings reported from ALABANA,
1 January = 30 June 1988 by species and month of
pccurrence.

MONTH

AN b #4:] NAR AEFR NAX N ZOTAL
0 ° o 1 o 3 4
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 1 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 o
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 o 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 4 5

Marine turtle strandings reported from ALABAMA, 1 January
= 30 June 1588 by county and month of occurrence. All
species are combined. Only counties from which strandings
vere raported are included.

MONTH
JAN EER BAR AER MAY JUN TOTIAL
0 0 o 0 0 1 1
o 0 o | 0 3 4
0 o ° 1 o 4 5

10



-.'I'able 8(a). Marine turtle strandings reported from FLORIDA(GULF),
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of

occurrence.
SPECIES MONTH
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JOTAL

€. caretta 1 1l 7 23 35 11 78
C. mydas 1] 4 9 2 3 1 19
D. _coriacea 0 4} 1 ) 0 0 1
E. imbricata 0 0 0 0 1 0 1l

. i 0 0 1l 0 2 0 3
Unidentified 2 0 1 0 0 0 3
TOTAL 3 5 19 25 41 12 165

Table 8(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from FLORIDA(GULF),
1 January - 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
Monroe 1 3 4 2 2 1 13
Collier 1 0 0 2 3 0 6
lee 1 1 4 2 7 1 16
Charlotte 0 0 2 1 1l 0 4
Sarasota 0 0 1 5 B8 0 14
Manatee 0 0 0 7 2 2 11
Pinellas -0 1 [ 6 12 1 26
Franklin 0 (1] 0 0 1 2 3
Gulf 0 0 1 0 1 1 3
Bay 0 0 0 4] 1 4 5
Okaloosa ] 0 1 0 0 0 1l
Escambia 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Hillsborough 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
TOTAL 3 5 19 25 41 12 105

11



Fable 9(a). MNarine turtle strandings reported from FLORIDA(ATLANTIC),
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of

ococurrence.

SPECIES MONTH .

oJAN ¥Ep MAR AFR MAY SN TOTAL
. carstta 22 22 43 35 49 37 208
€. mvdas 10 12 20 10 27 2 Bl
P._coriacea 1 3 2 0 1 0 7
E. imbricata 0 1 1 2 1 1 - 6
L. kempi 1 0 5 0 0 0 6
Unidentified 1 1 ;| 2 7 2 14

TOTAL 35 39 72 49 85 42 322

Table 9(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from FLORIDA(ATLANTIC),
1 Januvary = 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN IOTAL
Nassau ) 4] 0 3 11 4 18
Duval 1] 2 0 9 3 8 22
8t. John’s 6 l 2 ] 1 10 26
Flagler 3 0 5 4 1 1 14
Vvolusia 3 3 12 5 7 5 35
Brevard 7 4 18 8 11 5 53
Indian River o 0 2 0 5 l 8
St. lucie 2 18 19 5 30 0 74
Martin 5 8 3 3 7 (1] 26
Paln Beach 5 3 4 2 4 3 21
Broward . 2 0 3 2 3 2 12
Dade 2 (1] 2 2 1 3 10
Monroe 0 0 2 0 ) i 0 3
TOTAL as 39 72 49 85 42 322

12




Table 10(a). Marine turtl strandings reported from GEORGIA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of

occurrence.
SPECIES MONTH
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
C. caretta 0 0 0 4 27 17 48
C. mydas 0 0 o ] 1 0 1
D. corijacea 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
E. imbricata 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
. kempj 0 (] 0 1 0 6 7
Unidentified 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 4] 5 28 24 57

Table 10(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from GEORGIA, 1 January
= 30 June 1988 by county and month of occurrence. All
species are combined. Only counties from which
strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH
JAN FEB MAR AER MAY JUN TOTAL
Chatham 0 0 1] l 5 7 13
McIntosh 0 0 o 0 4] 2 2
Glynn 0 0 0 0 1S 12 27
Camden 0 0 0 4 8 3 15
4] 0 0 5 28 24 S7

TOTAL

i3



Table 11(a).

€. mydas
D. coriacea
Z. ixbricata

L. kenpi
Dnidentifi 4
TOTAL

Table 11(b).

LOUNTYX

Horry
Georgetown
Charleston
Beaufort

TOTAL

Marine turtle strandings reported from SOUTH CAROLINA,
January 1 - 30 Juns 1988 by species and month of
occurrence.

NONTH
AN FEB BAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
0 0 ° 1 12 1 14
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 1 0 1
0 0 0 0 1 0 1
0 0 o 1 1 0 2
o Pt 0 0 o 1 1
0 0 0 2 15 2 19

Marine turtle strandings reported from SOUTH CAROLINA, 1
January = 30 June 1988 by county and month of occurrence.
All species are combined. Only counties from which
strandings were reported are included. '

MONTH
JAN ZED MAR APR MAY oJUN IOTAL
0 o 0 b § 8 o 9
0 0 o 0 1 0 1
0 o 0 o 6 1 7
0 0 0 1 0 ; | 2
0 0 0 2 15 2 19

14



'Q’able 12(a). Marine turtle strandings reported from NORTH CAROLINA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of
occurrence.

:
B
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E
3
B
d
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L. kempi 0
Unidentified 0
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Table 12(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from NORTH CAROLINA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
Dare 2 0 0 0 6 1 9
Hyde 0 0 (v} 1 0 0 1
Carteret 1 0 2 0 7 12 22
Onslow 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Pender 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
New Hanover 0 0 4] 0 1 1 2
Brunswick 1 0 0 3 14 2 20
Beaufort (4] 0 0 0 0 2 2
Pamlico 0 0 0 0 (4} 1 1
TOTAL 4 0 2 4 30 20 60

15



Table 13(a). Marine turtle strandings reported from VIRGINIA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of

ococurrence.
SPECIES MONTH
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL

C. caretta 0 0 1 1l 0 1 3
C. mydas 0 1) 0 0 0 0 0
oriac 0 (4] o 0 0 ] 0
ricata (1} 0 0 0 0 0 0

L. kempi 0 o 0 0 0 0 0
Unidentified 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 1 1 0 1 3

Table 13(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from VIRGINIA,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
Mathews (1} 0 0 ] 0 1 1l
York 0 0 0 1 0 0 1l
Hampton 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
TOTAL 0 0 l 1l 0 1 3

16



Table 14(a). HNMarine turtle strandings reported from NEW JERSEY,
1 January ~ 30 June 1988 by species and month of

' SCCUYTeNcCe .
BPECIES MONTH
JAN FEB MAR AFR MAY JUN TOTAL
€. caretts o o 0 o 0 o 0
L. Bydas 4] 0 0 0 0 0 L+
D. corjacea 0 o 0 o 2 b Y 3
E. imbricata 0 0 o 0 o 0 0
L. keppi 0 0 0 0 o 0 0
Onidentified 0 (1] (4] 0 o) 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 o 0 2 1 3

T‘e 14(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from NEW JERSEY,
1 January = 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

LOUNTY MONTH
JAN FER MAR AER MAY JUN TOTIAL
Cape May 0 0 0 0 | 0 1
Ocean 0 0 0 0 b | l 2
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 2 h | 3

1?7



Table 15(a). MNarine turtle strandings reported from NEW YORK,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month of

oCccurrence.

SPECIES MONTH

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JOUN TOTAL
C. caretta b 1 (] 0 0 o 0 1
C. mydas ()] 0 o o o 0 0
D. coriacea o o 0 o 0 0 0
EB. imbricata o 0 o o 0 0 0
L. kempi 2 0 0 0 ()] 0 2
Unidentified 0 o o) 0 0 0 0
TOTAL x| 0 o 0 0 o 3

Table 15(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from NEW YORK,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH

JAN FEB MAR AER BAY JUN TOIAL
suffolk 3 o o o 0 o 3
TOTAL 3 o 0 o o o 3

s



1!Lle 16(a). Marine turtle strandings reported from MASSACHUSETTS,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and month f

occurrence.
SPECIES MONTH .
JAN FEB MAR AFR MAY JUN TOTAL

€. caretta | 0 o 0 0 1 2
€. mydas o 0 0 0 0 0 o
D. corjacea 1 0 0 0 0 1 2
. jcata 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
. 0 0 o 0 0 0 0
Unidentified (1} 0 0 0 0 0 1]
TOTAL 2 0 0 0 0 2 4

Table 16(b). Marine turtle strandings reported from MASSACHUSETTS,
1 January - 30 June 1988 by county and month of
occurrence. All species are combined. Only counties
from which strandings were reported are included.

COUNTY MONTH

JAN FEB MAR AFR MAY JUN TOTAL
Barnstable 1 0 0 0 0 2 3
Dukes 1 0 o o 0 0 1
TOTAL 2 0 o 0 o 2 4

19



Table 17(a). 3¥Marine turtle strandings reportsd from the U.8. VIRGIN
ISLANDS, 1 January - 30 June 1988 by species and
month of occurrence.

BEECIES MONTH

oJAN YEB MAR AFR MAY JUN TOTAL
s.._nts_t_tn o 0 o 0 0 0 0
C._mydas o o 0 l o 0 p |
D._goriacea o o 1 o) o 0 1
E. ipbricata o o p | o o o |
L. keppi 0 0 o 0 o 0 0
Unidentified 0 (+] (v} 0 ] 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 2 1 0 o 3

20



Table 18. Strandings of headstarted turtles reported through the

STSSN, 1 January = 30 June 1988.

Species: Chelonia mydas

JAN FEB MAR AFR MAY

Florida (Gulf) (1] 0 0 ' 1]
Florida (Atl) 0 o 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0

Species: Lepidochelys kempi

JAN FEB MAR APR
Texas 1 1 0 2
Iouisiana 0 0 0 (4}
Florida (Gulf) 0 0 1 0
TOTAL 1 1 l 2

21
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